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THUNDER TOTS CIRCLE TIME

Welcome friends to the rug using the circle time song! Then…
· Welcome song (HIGGITY PIGGITY) 

Higgity Piggity, pink piggy, will you say your name for me?     
Weather Song

What’s the weather like today, like today, like today? What’s the weather like today? Today is……. Let the children answer. Then you can dress our “weather kid”.

Calendar…

· Season: Ask: Is it WINTER SRPING SUMMER OR FALL?
· Months of the year (sung to ten little Indians tune)- Can do with Macarena moves 
January, February, March, and April. May, June, July, and August

September, October, November, December. These are the months of the year!

Say: What Month is right now? Let children think before you give them the answer?
· Day of the Week (Adams family song)
There’s Sunday & there’s Monday, there’s Tuesday & there’s Wednesday. There’s Thursday and there’s Friday; & then there’s Saturday. Days of the week (snap, snap)
Say: What day of the week is it today? Again, let children think before you tell them


Today is …. Tuesday, September 9th, 2012 (for example)
· Count the days on the calendar
Say: “Can you help me count to NINE?” Use pointer to point to each day while EVERYONE counts aloud while pointing at numbers
Letter of the week …
· Look at the letter box…what is letter of the week this week?

· Letter of the week book  

· Get a piece of construction paper and have students go to back packs and get the pictures they found with their families. Paste them on the paper while practicing the letter sound
· ZOOPHONICS cards

· Teach them the new phonic card for the week

· What words do you know that start with that that sound?

· Start with letter A and go all the way through the letter of the week

Introduce Theme…

· Explain the weekly theme, involve children in discussion about the theme by asking CONCRETE relatable questions (i.e. "who is in your family?," "what animals have you seen at the zoo?," or "What sound does your favorite farm animal make?").
· Include some QUICK direct instruction for the theme

· A WHOLE GROUP TEACHING ACTIVITY

· Reading a SHORT book & asking questions can be used if it is interactive.
· transition to centers by introducing the activities they will be doing at each center
· The teachers then call children sitting quietly to stand up and go to the center 

Suggestions  for planning circle time:
· Sing simple songs with hand motions, or better yet, songs with lots of whole body activities (Open shut them, 5 monkeys, Hokey-Pokey, London Bridge, If You’re Happy & You Know It, Itsy Bitsy Spider, The Wheels on the Bus, etc)  Try to mix 1 or 2 old favorites with one newer song that’s related to the weekly theme.  Sing a few times to build familiarity.

· SHORT Flannel Board Stories or SHORT Stories told with Props  OR 

· SHORT stories from books with lots of pictures related to your theme read with LOTS of enthusiasm.  By short, I mean 4 minutes tops!  By enthusiasm, I mean using your voice and your facial expressions to convey the meanings of the words.  (This is  important for children with language delays who may not understand all of the words, but can follow the plot pretty well if you’re giving them other visual and verbal cues to help them.)    

· Have Fun! The most important advice is to be enthusiastic, smile, be spontaneous, and enjoy circle time with your children!
· It's all about enthusiasm, preparation and knowing the mood and interests of the kids.  Don't take yourself too seriously!  Kids will remember things better if they had fun.  Circle time can be the best time of the day!
